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THE CHATEAL INTO WHICH MY VALET HAD W P
VENTURED TO MAKE FORC/BLE ENTRANCE, Q%7 /! N ..WAS ONE OF THOSE ARCHAIC

RATHER THAN PERMIT ME, IN MY s, £ b STRUCTURES IMBUED WITH GL0oM
PESPERATELY WOUNPED CONDITION, ol : AND STATELY GRANDELIRS TO

TO PASS A NIGHT IN THE CA/ILL OPEN  Z %% 10" " Y, £ " ALL APPEARANCES IT WAS
AlR .. B o Wy VERY RECENTLY A8ANLONED.!
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WE THEN ES7ABLISHED
CURSELVES, UPOMN ENTERING,
IM ONME OF THE SMALLEST
AND LEAST sUMPTOUSLY

: ¥ Fi
FURNISHED APARTMENTS. IT LAY IN A REMOTE

TURRET COF THE
BUILDING /

L i

STORY ADAPTATION: RICH MARGOPOULOS / ART: RICH CORBEN



TS DECORATIONS WERE RICH, YET {812
TRATTEREL AND ANTIQUE / :

N\ ITS WALLS WERE HUNG WITH
% TAFPESTR/IES AND BEDPECKED
WITH MAN/FOLL AND MULTIFORM
ARMOR/AL TROPHIES...

e TOGETHER WITH AN &NL/SUALLY
GEEAT NUMBER OF SPIRITED AND MOPERN
FPAINTINGS FREAMED IN coOLP /

ON MY COMMANESS ... THE
VALET, PEPRO, £L/T THE
ROOM'S CANDLLES ..,

I BECAME A8SOREBEL IN THE

CILS WHILE MY SHOULDOER
WAS ATTENPEPRP TO/

THIS WAS, PERHAPS, DUE “ 8 B h ot ;
TO MY INCIPIENT PEL/IRIUM = | ' ... AND PREPARED THE BEL BY PULLING

INPUCED BY MY S77LL- — ; BACK THE GOSSAMER BLACK CURTAINS
BLEELPING WOUNPD/ _ THAT ENVELOPED IT !




AFTER POING THAT, PEPRO
QUIT THE CHAMBER AND
RETIRED FOR THE EVENINGY

MYSELF 1
COULD NOT

SLEERPS

I CLosEL MY EYES Y

IT WAS AN /MPLUESIVE

MOVEMENT TO GAIN TIME

FOR THOUGHT... TO MAKE

SUKE MY VISION HAP NOT
DECE/VEL ME...

¥ (

L. TO CALM AND SUBPUE
MY FANCY FOR A MORE
SO0B8ER AND CERTAIN GAZE./

ZP W=

GETTING UP, UNSLEEPY AND
RESTLESS, T MOVED
THE CANDLELABRUM TO
AGAIN VIEW THE PAINTINGS/!

THE FLICKERING

RAYS ILLUMINATED
A PARKEMNED NICHE
I HAD NOT BEFORE

- REVEALING A GOPPESS CONTAINED IN AN
OVAL PORTRAIT.S

P s prie

IN AVERY FEW MINUTES, I AGA/N LOCKEDR FIXEDLY

AT THE PAINTINGS THE PORTRA/T WAS THAT OF

A RADIANT YOUNG G/IRL 7/
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= BUT |T COULD HAVE BEEN ME/THER THE EXECLTION ®
AS A THING OF ART NOTH/NG COULD BE M“:’fE . OF THE WORK.,.,NOR THE IMMORTAL BEALTY OF THE o
APMIRABLE THAN THE PAINTING /TSELF: QY COUNTENANCE... WHICH HAD 50 VEHEMENTLY AND

LR ATI

g R SR — -

CONTEMPLATING THE SENSE - STAGGERING WENCH, M R i .
I REMAINED FOR PERHAPS AN HOUR, HALF-SITTING AND SUDDENLY I KNEW WHAT £XC/TED ME SO/
” et ) FACE OF A FAIR-HAIRED MAILEN

Nt i

|

. EVENTUALLY, I D/ISCOVEREL TURNING TC THE PAGE THAT HELD /NFORMATION
| A SMALL BOOK UNDPER MY : - CONCERNING THE oVAaL POR7TRA4/7T, T THERE
Pree oW WHICH cONTAINED : o READ A STORY ENTWINED WITH ELEMENTS
THE FAST AIIS7OR/ES ANP /|| —— Ty 3 OF BOTH LOVE AND HORROR /
S CRITIQUES OF ALL THE ' J

 RENDITIONS IN THE
TURRET-CHAMBER /!
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AND EV/L WAS THE HOUR SHE SAW, AND
LOVED AND WEDLED THE PAINTER/

LN N
W |

SHE WAS A WENCH OF RARE ST BEAUTY,
AND NOT MORE LOVELY THAN FULL OF
GLEE/

-----

HE,FASSIONATE, STUDIOUS, AUSTERE,..
ANMP ALREADY HAVING A BRIGE IN HIS

il
R

 LOVING AND CHERISHING ALL THINGS.,
EePELIALLY HER BELOVED MHUSBAND,..

- ATy

e

.. HATING ONLY THE ART WHICH
WAS HER RIVAL... DREADING ONLY
THE PALLET AND BRUSHES AND
OTHER UNTOWARL INSTRUMENTS
WHICH SEPRIVEL HER OF HER
LOVER /

T e



Segaes e T THE TTIE T [F]
T WAS /. THIN Loy !
ic:ew?HEiﬁﬂr Tgffgnﬁ TH(; TN | DU SHE WAo sdIace

v, ) A . AND OBEPRIENT, AND 5AT
FAINTER SPEAK OF His T | MEEKLY FOR MAaANY
LES/IRE TO PORTRAY EVEN T20MNME| WEEKS IN THE PARK,

HIS YOUNG BRICE S
! / AIGH-TURRETED
CHAMBER ...

... WHERE THE LIGHT DRIPPEP UPON THE

PALE CANVAS ONLY FROM HIGH OVER-

HEAD, WHICH WENT ON FROM HOUR ;

TO HOUR ANP FROM DAY TO DAYY N :ﬁﬁf s

ﬁ-‘ﬂ *-'E”"cﬂ----«._-'a ,'

.+ 50 THAT HE WOL/L L NOT SEE THAT THE

GHASTLY LIGHT WHICH FELL SO #ARSH > YET, THE LASS5 SMILED UNCOMPLAINING
[N THAT 24MF AND CHILLY ROOM SINCE SHE KNEW HER HUSBAND EXTRACTEDR
W/THEREL THE HEALTH ANDP SP/IR/7S MUCH PLEASURE |N HIS CREATIVE TASK S

OF HIS WILLING MATES




T .

AS THE MONTHS
WORE ON... §

ﬁ

... THE PAINTING ...AND THE MODEL
BECAME MOKE HERSELF,..
LIFE-LIKE.,..

"JF

| .. GREW WEAKER
AND WEAKER

i T S TI Ff

FINALLY, THE PORTRAIT WAS COMPLETEPR/
FOR ONE MOMENT, THE PAINTER STOOP
ENTRANCEL BEFORE THE UNBELIEVABLY
REALISTIC WORK.! HE TURNED TO HIS

‘_..r*i" :I|_ i : o
o ONLY TO FIND HER LEALD YS! HER LIFE HAD FLED HER FACE

AND FORM,,. AND TRANSFERELD ITSELF TCO THE ovAaLl
PORTRA/T... THERE TO PWELL FOREVER S

AS I HAVE
PREVIOUSLY
STATED, IT WAS
A TALE OF

s . i
e | | e o

HORKOR !
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