PROLOGUE

I AM O/NOS, A GREEK... ANP FROUEP
CAPTAIN OF THE FBLACE GLAREYS

THIS PAST YEARE HAS BEEN A
TIME OF PRISTINE TERRER...
FOR MANY SROD/GIES ANDP
S/ANS HAVE TAKEN PLACE...
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NORTHERN
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; 1 ... AND FAR AND WIPE, OVER S£4
1 AND LANG HAVE STRETCHED THE
WINGS OF.PESTILENCESS

g = T

Vi B E

H II'_. i T m # -

f ] ! ] 1l o
i 4 | .- o -

¥ #! . e !

THE PECULIAR SP/RIT OF THE STARS, IF I
MISTAKE NOT GREATLY, MADE ITSELF MANMEFEST
MNOT OMLY |N THE PHYSICHRE 288 OF THE EARTH.-
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THE CAUSE FOR ALL THIS K¥2RROR... ACCORPING, AT
LEAST, T8 THE ROFAL SEER... WAS THE MERGING OF
MIGHTY JUPITER WITH RER-WINGED SATLRNS
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ERSILY SEE, MY PEAR

CAPTAIN, THE SKIES, FOR = Ok .
THE NEXT SEVERAL . BUT IN THE SOULS, i e SR
HONTTE cliese iinacNRTIONS AND pEEDS PP AR

OF MEN EVERYWHERE! ik EN_ 1¢ o =y .

Pt

Ll AP Ul
BRI s A A S st SRS el SRt GRS OB v S (n (RERY

{ i




EDGAR ALLAN POE'S

IWER SOME FEASKS OF REDP CHAIN WINE,
ITHIN THE WALLS OF MEBLE HOLE IN A

I CITY CALLED PTOLEMASS, ., WE SAT

AT MIGHT, A coMEANY OF SEVEN S
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ANL TS OLE CHAMBER THERE » BLAGK El?uﬂ?’:ﬂ.':fv M: WiIsSE, THE
Was No ENTEANCE... SAVE BY |\ GLLEMY ROOM, 5I-| T ouUT "—’”Q-’V CURE

VIEW THE MOON, THE dmem STARS,
Aup THE PE&P&ELEjﬁ STREETS..
e

A LOFTY POCR OF 5}‘?‘#55,..
WHICH WaS S45TENESD FREOM

A TERSTS
LET US PRINK
DPEEPLY TO ZOVLLSS..)
AND T& THE FOOR
ERTE WHICH
AWAITS US

LET US TOAST
LEPEARMAN
ZOMLUS. ..

BUT THE émmpwc? AND TH"—‘ f
5,_rd5AT|:'JH oOF EVE
NOT BE 50 EASILY Exrddﬂfﬂf
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IE YOUNG 20/L S,
A FELLOW H22R2/08,..

WP WAS THE REASON FOR OUR
GATHERING TOSETHER /

. APPRECIATES THIS T
LITTLE PRRTY 3
HELP N HIs

HoNoR S

LELS L Tl L0%5 BORE NO PORTION OF OUR AMRTH. .. SAVE THAT HIS
COUNTENANEE, PISTORTED B8Y THE PERGLE, SEEMEDP TO MAKE His
EYES SEGRKLE AND BURN WITH MAYSTERICUS FIRESS

BUT ALTHOUGH I, &/NQOS, FELT THE GAZE OF

THE PEFARTEL UPON ME... STILL I FORCEDR

WIYSELFE NET T¢ PERCEIVE THE BITTERNVESS OF
MY PEAR COMRAPE'S EXPRESSIENS

THE GAZE OF
FONLLE 15 MORE
MASNETIEC IN DEATH

S THAN IN LAFES

ANDP STARING POWN AT MY OWN REFLECTICON

IN THE GOBLET I HELE, I saMG WITH A LOL2

AND SONOROUS vOICE ABOUT LFAFE ANDP THE
ETHL -LIVINGY
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N Le5T7 1 AGAIN |

e craSH WITH HIS
N LINSEEING :
'g GLANCE? (i
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THERE WERE THINGS AROUNDP AND ABOUT US ¢ P
OF WHICH T CAN RENDER NO BISTINGT ACCOLINT...

.. ANXAET
L THINGS MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL ...

.. AND ABOVE ALL, THAT MBEEINSGS
A STATE OF EXISTENCE WHEN THE sSEKE
& ARE KMEENLY ALIWVE AND AWRKE?
#FHWNUEﬁ IN THE ATMOSPHERE ., - : :

A PEAD WEIGHT HUNG UPON CUR LI585

UPON THE HOUSEHOLD FLURNITEURE... AND
UPCHN THE GCEBLETS FROM WHICH WE DREN
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o B CLOYING SENSE OF SUFFOCATION...
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§ ALL THINGS WERE ?E;:gﬁm YET, WE LAUGHEDP ANP WERE MERRY IN
: .

%

m CPEPRESSEPD... OUR OWN WAY WHICH WAS AYSTERICAE...!

AND BORME DPOWN
F
THERERBY:. i
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' : / 7 A CRAZED MOOP HAD

sl cal L EN UPon us AL

WE SANG AND DRANE SE55PLY O
e ALTHOUGH THE SHINING K252
WINE REMINPEDR US OF BLo0pS

[ FELLOW SPEAR-
MEMNY ANOTHER
.\ ToAsT TO OUR
7 . b (R, CAPTAIN...
A SINGLE REASON 0| 3 . c:fN:?.;L o

NOT TO REVELL, | T o 2= 2yl

AND L&Y FROM BEHIND THOSE R4VEN- . =
BLACK CURTAINS, THERE CAME FORTH
A DERE AND UNDEFINEDR SAHSREPOW...
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BUT GRAPUALLY THE

SONGS CEASED! MALTEDS

ANP THEIR ECHOES,

ROLLING AFAR TOWARDPS |

THE SABLE PRAPERIES W

OF THE CHAMBER, BECAME LAY

UNBISTINGUISHRBLE,.. \
AND SADED AWAY...




o A SHALIW SUCH AS THE BRIGHT
MECH, WHILE YET vV IN HEAVEN

MIGHT FASHION FEOM THE S/GLRE
OF A MAM S

THE S&SL201 WAS VAGUE, AND FORMLESS
AND INECEEINITE... ANP WAS THE SHAPCW
NEITHER ©F MAN NOR Goof

AFTER QLVERING
BY THE PRAPERIES,
IT AT LENGTH #ESTED
IN FULL VIEW UPSN
THE SURFACE OF
THE PoOR OF 88955/

P SOMETHING
\/ MOVED IN THE
| corvER OF Wy
EYE... PASSED
BEHING ME ¢

THE EBON ENTITY RESTEP UPSN THE BRAZEN
PO2E, ANDP MOVED NOT, NOR SPEKE ANY
WORD, BUT THERE BECAME STATIONARY

ANP REMAINEDS

PISTANT
werers
BEYoND S,

IT AFFEAR. HERE ...
NOW..7 WHAT
EVIE POESIT

‘. " IT RADIATES ~~.
7 A PULL RED AURA
OF OFPPRESSIVE POWER!
PARE f‘i‘ € Hgﬂi&'ﬁﬁf

WE. THE SEVEN THERE ASSEMBLER HAVING SEEN

THE S#SFL0W THAVEL FROM THE CURTAINS T& THE

;MlF‘P-M:E LHAREL NOT STEARILY BEHOLR T BUT

CAS our-‘ EYE 5.?59.5?‘#5{’#2&"#{.:’. THAT IS5, SAVE I, e/ANoss
o et e . e
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THEN I, £RETAIN OF
MEM, SPEAKING
SOME LOW WORPS,
LEMANPEE COF
THE SHAPOW ITS
CEELEST/AL
ORIGINS

WHERE
ARE ¥OU FROM,
BEACK ONE... ANDP
WHY SEEK ¥ou To
LRRKEN OUR

POORWAY WITH

TOUR AMISNIGHT
FRAME 7

SUPPENLY WE, THE SEVFEAN
STARTEDR FROM CUR SEATS
IN HORRENT, ..

STEOR THUS TREMEBLNG
ANP SHUPPERING, ANP AGHAST..

AMD THE SA450W
ANSWEREDR /

I AM
SHBLOW... ANDP
My PWELLING PLACE
is THE HESRTS

AHP MINES OF MEKN
EVEEYWHERE/

)

THERE |15
MO ESCRFE
FROM ME!
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d - FOR THE TONES |M THE VOEE OF THE
SASL2W WERE NOT THE TONES OF
ANY ONE BEING, BUT A MULTIFLE OF
VOICES... REMEMBERED ANP FAMILIAR
ACCENTS OF HUMPREDS OF LEFPRRTED

FRIEMPS *



I AND MY cOMBQATONS MADPE READY TO £LEE..

FOR WE KNEW THE SHADOW TO BE_ . GEATH Y

BUT, IT WaAS EREALRY FAR TOO LATE S MY
FRIENDPS- IN-BATTLE GRABEBEL ANDP CLUTEHED ~
AT THEIR. THRZATS ALL ABOUT ME... AND
TOPPLED LIKE FELLEP TREES !

i THE SHADOW PROPPEL LFPON US...
il GATHERING UP ALL OUR SO0/f S
FROM OUR P&r—.‘jﬂ-_ﬂﬂ.‘.‘ﬂfﬁ BOoPIES!

LNENOWINGLY
WE HAP COME
T BID FAREWELL
TC PLAGLE- ;
PO M.LJTLU..-" ,
ANEP WE ALL HADP
CHUYGHT THE
PREAD
EONTAGION
FROM HIM S

THE PREAPED §
Pﬁﬂﬁ#&'f-




