Perhaps it's the weirdest coincidence-- - or a liel It was told by a
shiftless character. But, isn’t it strange - - How in countless tales
of ii’s kind - - There is ulwuys the touch of 1ruth . und o

HE WAS TALLED "FNE PROFESSORY <A i
PIGNIFIER TITLE HE NE(THER CARED asau i

NOR. DE!?ER\'EP- HE WAS A BEM 1 HIS -
gm-lﬂw WERE BUM S, THEY CAUGHT :
: ;:g. 9 a::;orn. FREIGHT TRALH WM

'."rT CQASI”. I
"HP H‘E ﬁa PUFF— DON'T
LADS ! TUL )\ FORGET ME,

AssisT You!

THERE WAS LITTLE LIGHT INSIDE TrE so::m
ARD THE PUNGENT AIR GAVE EVIDENCE THAT
THERE HAD BEEN A STOP maDE AT THE :
CHICAGO STOCKYARDS . THE SEEDY TRAVELLERS
GAVE THESE FACTS SLIGHT ATTENTION AS THEY
SLUMPED IN VARIED ATT:Tu!?E& ON THE: :
VIBRATING FLOOR . == -

Oow./ Be
CAREFUL .
WHO |5 15. i
YOU'RE
KIEKIN'
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I'™ PRPPYy O'pAY!
AND I'VE NO MINPD TO
BE SCUFFED aBOUT .
BY THE RAGGED AanND
SHIFTLESS PREGS
OF HUMANITY !

L

mm—a

S mal

wWOW/ LISTEN Y7 AW WHAT'S HE YCOu

TO THE UTTLE M SO BURNEDP UP | nEEON'T
MAN! YOU N\ FORZ 1 CIPN'T APOLOGIZE,
SHOULDPN'T v EVEN KNOW BECFY--

MAVE DISTURBED Fi-\
MG HIGHNESS,

HE was THERE/S

HE SEEMS 7O EE &
NASTY LITTLE MAN -
WITH AN ATTITUDE
MUCH TOQO FPRETENTIOUS
FOK HIS OBVIOUS
STATION N LIFE /

TOU MEAN I
SHOULD CLIFP Him\
ONE ¥ BuT, HE'S
SUCK A LITTL
OUY = 25

THERE WAS A STIR AND SCUTILE FROM THE
| THE PIM  LIGHT, THE MOV HAD AN EVIL
SCUND -+ LIKE SPIPER'S .TOUCHING TrE .
FLOOR ... MROE AND HiS COMPANIDNS STARTED
INSTINCTIVELY. : : -

PON'T ANGER ME, YE
SPALFEENS - OR IlL
STILL YOUR FOOLISH
TONGUES WITH
THE POWER
OF ME
OWN /[

V' KNOW YE THAT I'M OF THWE WEE
FOLK.. AND THE BLOOD OF
WIZARDPS FLOWS IN ME VEINS.

AYE! 'S EASILY
AROUSED T Aam.) ANY
IRISHMAN WHO IS
SOUND IN HIS HEAD
y WOULD ANOW THAT. &

HOW'S ABOUT T, PROF?
PO WE RUSH HIM T
HE LOOKS DANGERCUS

HCLP 1T, BOYS!
WE'VE
ENCOUNTEREP
A MOST .
UNIGUE
SITUATION
HERE /




GIVE US A SIGN, Pappy! 1k
YOU ARE WHAT YOU CLAaMm
YOU ARE ., sHOW US
WHAT ONVY THE ELDER

RACE CAN maow.{
" YE'RE A

LEARNED . AND A
SLY ONE. BUT
SEIN' A WEE
BIT WISER, AS
I AN -1 KNOW
WHATS IN
YOUR BLACK

THERE waAS A CONCERTED RUSH —AND THE
HiGH=- PITCHED SQUEAL OF EVIL LAUGHTER
ON THE VIBRATING FLOOR OF THE FREIGHT
CAR, THREE RAGGED MEN FOUGHT LIKE
ANIMALS FOR THE SCATTERED LITTLE .
LIGHTS THAT WINKED IN TrE DARK ...

BEEFY! YOU
HAHAHAHA BG GREEDY.

—

THE LITTLE EYES WRINKLED AT THE EDGES AND
SUPPENLY WIDENED INTD (AUGHING POOLS OF
FIRE .. IF THE DEVIL nAD A BROTHER IT wOULD
BE THIS LITTLE MAN, WHO CaLmLY REMOVED
niS GREEN, LITTLE HAT WHICH WAS NOW THE

VESSEL FOR A MOUND OF SPARKLING GEMS!

W+WHAT IS THIST
THESE AREN'T " {{

IT'S COALS NOTHING }
B8UT ORDINARY /-

THAT'S 17/ THAT'S 1T/
SCOOP IT UP BY THE FISTFULY
GOUGE AND BITE AND KICK

THE MAN WHO WOULP
HAVE IT! YE'RE ONLY
BEING HUMAN !
HAa HA ya HA

AND WHAT ME RAG
FEATHERED LUMMOX,

B D'YE THINK DIAMONDS
e ARE . TH ‘:'"IEE

CARS
THE STUFF




-,
{ I SHOULD HAVE ) A FORTUNE N THE CACKLING , \ BEEFY!LET
REMEMBERED... ¢ DIAMONDS N LITTLE PEVIL. (e HIM .
YOUR KIND IS MY HAND--AND I'M GONNA SHONE T PO
NOTORIOUS FOR ) HE TURNED ‘EM THAT ‘COAL DOWN THAT, YOU
ITS SENS‘&E’DF INTO COAL!/ HIS THROAT! FOOL !

H..L".!..:. :'-._n"_-_ -
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MORE SOUNDS IN THE DIMNESS ! TERRIEYING
SOUNDS... MOVEWMENT/ VIOLENCE ! MURDER !

LANKY! THAT WHAT IS ITT IT'S
NOJSE - LIKE SEEN& LOUDER -+




= .,;;ﬂ'ﬁ;fﬁw.t"ﬁ'-"- i
Boot *"l‘ﬁ
- . »

L-I THINK WE'LL
BE SAFE HERE,
FROF —

HA HA HA ya HE—

. 'T'S A FINE NIGHT

iy FOR KILLIN'M

i BUCKOES! A FINE
NIGHT INDEED .-

THANKS  LANKY. I
PON'T KNOW HOW
WE EVER GOT.OUT s
OF THAT IN ONE FIECE.
SOMEHOW, 1T EXPECTED
SOMETHING LIKE
THAT TO HAPPEN —

A u'r'rl.; Guy.! HE'S
ALIVE AND —

HE SHOULDON'T
BE ALWVE! PrOF/!

ABOUT THE UTTLE
MAN — THAT WAS
NC ORDINARY LITTLE
MAN — BEEFY
MURDERED !

RUN, LANKY/ FOR
THE SAKE OF |
YOUR SOUL -




TERROR BEAT WILDPLY AT THEM WiITH GRFAT PROF NEVER SAW WHAT HAPPRENED TO LANKY/
BLACK WINGS.. AND THE FOREST LAUGHED HE COULD ONLY REMEMBER HEARING THE

WITH THE VOICE OF THE DEVIL! BREATH SCREAMS -+ THE VIOLENT THRASHING IN THE SHRUBS,
CAME HARD == BRWSED FEET BUCKLEPD IN _ -

PAIN -- BUT, PROF AND !.ANKY AED N '

ENOLESS FLIGHT FROM THE THtltG PURSUING

THEM. IN T™HE DARKNESS.:®

B PROF! IT'S
GETTING

1 ‘.;if:.

¥ .

_— IT SEEMEP AS F PROF HAD KEPT RUNNING ALL
T“EN mf .t — i ‘ - Niﬁﬂthi H|5 M-“p Wﬁs M‘Nlﬂﬁ Eiio HE

TERRIFYING Vi B | FINALLY STUMBLED AND FELL - THE PAIN IN HIS

S/LENCE — : e nmwn& c:ue'sr BECAME #HIEAEAIM

&GoOT-T0-6GO DN"

GOT TO GET AWSY
FROM - THAT-+

[+1T GOT LANKY:-AND N#OW TR IMER | NOT EVEN THE:CLAWING FEAR THAT.
IT'S COMING FOR ME -+ SHOULD

PROY
v 1§ HIM COULD HOLD BACK THE EHPING
NEVER HAVE TAMPERET - WITH o BLACK CURTAIN! WHEN THE OPENE '
THE INFERNAL =-- ' . HIS EYES ONCE AGAIN — HE WAS SURPRIGED
; TO FIND HE WAS NOT IN HADES ...

WELL ™ YOU'VE |
8 COME AROUND.
W I'LL TELL POC




PLEASE ] YOU PON'T
UNDERSTAND -+ I
MUST TELL YOU-

poc! poc
WINTERS /!

BUT THAT'S £j-t
IMPOSSIBLE -- AT THE
PRESENT! YOU DPON'T
REALIZE THE SEVERITY
OF YOUR CONPITION.
I'LL EXPLAIN IT ALL TO
YOU LATER .** GOT TO
RUSH OUT ON AN — N
EMERGENCY CALL! |
", !

R /| THERE'S NOTHING

WHeN THE POCTOR AND THE OLP WOMAN AP,
THE PEACEFUL ﬂm;cﬁg OF THE H!%‘A;l égne
HE REMAINED RELAXED IN THE PILLOWS YIELDING

SOETNESS. AND WITH THE SUNLIGHT WARM
ON HiS FACE, PROF DARED TO ALLOW
MIMSELF JO REST-- -

EASY FRIEND!“YOU'RE ) LISTEN, DOC! BE A
AMONG GOOP FOLKS.

- CLOTHES,.. I'VE

1 BE , GOT 10 MOVE
. ON-- THERE'S
L NO 77 70

GOOD E&® -+ GET MY

PROFE MADE A WEAK. ATTEME
WIMSELF ERECT -~ BUY, THERE

PROF FELL BACK ON THE SWEATY SHEETS,

; STRANGE, -
FEELING OF NUMBNESS_ AND A THROBBING PAN!

THE ONDP ITS UFSET ME NO
EMERKGENCY
SINCE OUR ‘
FRIEND HERE | 4
WAS FOUND /&=

- m-'

-

IT CAME UKE A WARMNG == THE CLOUD PAS
ACROSS THE FACE OF THE SUN... THE
| ING GLOW FADING

HA HA
A HA HA =~ F

A FINE MORNIN _
""l$ IT NOT it

END, IlL SEE YOU
= T© YOUR CAR,

RETREATING BEFORE THE
DEEPENING GRAYS -~ AND, SUDDENLY,
TER ING SOUNP M '

-




T"!E; g‘FgE.- OF A &MEE “ LANKY !
' T l-ﬁlENEU THE TNAT'S wrr
= SURE THAT PADDY INSTEALD O' THE CROWS | AND THE DOC

A O'DAY 1S ABCUT WHY NOTT THE scAgecmw

1 Rusﬂeo OFF/
WHEN THERE'S IS ME VERY OWN PRANK! )

A BIT OF MADE Hm MEﬁELF-*DuT
BUZL IN

OF YOUR FRIENC?

THE GRINNING, LITTLE HORROR DREW PROF FELL mmm THE FLOOR . HE TRIED
CLOSER == AND TS BEADY EYES WERE FRANTICALLY TO GET TO us FEET wmwrx
ALIGHT WITH THINGS WHICH CHILLED THE :
SPINE .. PROF SCREAMED WITH FPANIC HE SAVED YOUR

AND LURCHED FROM THE BED! & LIFE, BUCKD!

HE'S A FINE HE DID S

LAD THE

U | [z (mffs W

——1lnl I .___l!\

ME NAD TO WATJ
SOTH YOUR LEGS ++
LAST NIGHT, AHD A NEAT
AR T T
N'S
UNDO MisS 000D
WORK, BUT, MISCHIEF
IS IN ME
MTURE s

JUST THINK OF TE GOOD DOCIORS
BUGGIN' EYES, WHEN ME RETURNS
ANP FINDS - SOMETHIN' ELSE --IN
PLACE ©" HIS LIVIN' PATIENT! SURE,
AND T'WILL SEEM TO HIM LIKE
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