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W CHRAMD OF SERGERAL,
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LOOK AT THE CLOWN
B PLAYING WITH THOSE
L7 TOY BALLOONS
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TO 'EM,
THOWEH S

1 5 )

THEY RENTER THE
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HE'S, POUBLEER
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0, AT A SLGHTLY SEEDY
MIDTOWH HOSTELRY...

N RECENTLY. A
| GREAT TREASLRE

L CONSIDER
THIS A MATTER
_OF MATAONAL

NS DiCES
T N COMMON
HEIST ARTIST!

AH, BUT yOU ‘,r
HAVEN'T HEARD _
WHAT THE TREASURE
/5. TEN RARE
GOLP EOING == .
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= SIPE WINS/




I'M SURE THIS
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OVERHEARD HIM
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EXFRESSION OF A4
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BUZZ-540F

WHERE'S
THE DOLBLE
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SET-LPE

HAS DESERTE
You, JOKER--

COMTINUED CATI T FAGE FOLLLt G | m




DONT YoU SEEF

THE SAW WiLL

SSECT YoOU...

AHD WHEN |T

REACHES YOUR
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—-¥OU'LL BE
LIKE ME-~

THAT PART OF ME
WANTED TO SPARE
You [ BUT ONCE. THE
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HATE TO ALMIT
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HAS TAUGHT
FEW
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WHERE'S YOUR
ORIGINALITYE
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THAT THE SO
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BELIEYE ME.
ME, KEMP., YOUR
TREASURES ARE

ATTEMPT, IT'S
BOUND TO 544 S
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[ YOU HOT TO WORRY,
£ KEMPY THE LIGHTS
ARE BACK ON AND i/l
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\_oWTOUCHED!
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THE WAIT
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FIGURE
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HEH=HEH . YOu EDHEEP
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" The '
WILDEST card

The creation of a memorable hero is always
satisfying. But 1o create @ memorable villain 1o pit
against him is doubly satisfying. Sherlock Holmas
is the besr-known of all fictionsal sleuths—and
although Prof. Moriarty is mantionsd in only three
of the sixty Holmes storles. that infamous
Napoleon of Crime i8 one of the best-knawn
villaing of slf tme.

It was in 1939 that The Betman made his
debut, The early stories maiched him against such
criminal masterminds as Dr. Death and Prof.
Hugo Strange. Than, in 1840, the greatest of the
Masked Manhunter's fors mada hus debut,

[+ began whan Bill Finger, chief writer of Bat-
man, received & call from Jerry Robinson, who Wwas
then assisting Bob Kane on the Batman art. Jarry
wanted 1o teil him of 8 new idea for a villain—a
grinning ghou! 1o be called The Joker, The
character caugnt Bill's fangy, but he didn't like the
initial drawings of Tha Joker, They were too
clownigh. He found the perfect model in 8 maovie
adition of Victor Hugo's novel The Man Who
Leughs. The stilis showed Conred WVeidt as
Gwynplaine, son of a Bntish lord who had been
kidnaped in infancy and wansformed inta & carnival
freak by having 2 perpetual grin carved on his face.
Veudt's makeup for the pacture gave him the parfect
grin for The Joker, and this was the modei for the
villain who made his debut in Batman #1 (Spring.
1960}

It was the first magazine devoted antirely 1o the
Caped Crima-fighter. Included in this issue were
twio stornes of the criminal destined to become the
chiel nemesis of Batman and Robin. The Joker
was introduced as a laughing murderer who left a
hideous grin like his own an the faces of his vic-
tims.

Thera was, however, no origin givan for The
Joker in that first issue, It was not until eleven
years later, in Detective Comics #186 (Feb.,
1851} that the facts behind his green heir, red lips
and dead-white skin ware finally revealsd.

In it. Batman goes back 1o a case he never solv-
ed. He says it was ten years earfiar, which, if true,
would place the story ("The Man Behind ths Red
Hood™”} in 1949, two years before the publication
date. Batman challengss a group of criminology
stydents to solve the casa that stumped him—but
the mystarious Red Hood returns. Ultimately, the
Cowled Crusadar unmasks him as The Joker, and
we learn his early histony,

Originzlly, his colofing was normal. and he was 8
lab worker. But he had dreams of wealth and daecid-
ed to steal @ million dollars, To meke sure he could
not be identified, ha wore a red metal hood with no
visitle eyeholes. Actually, the eyeholes were
camouflagad—rthey were two-way mirrars—clear
glass to the wearer, but mirrors to those on the
other side, The shiny mirrors biended with the shiny
metal, creating the illusron that there wers no ayas.

He finally reached his million-dollar goal by rob-
bing the Monarch Playing Card Company. But, pur-
sued by The Batman, he escaped by diving into a
catch basin for waste chemicals. The basin emptied
intor the rver (pollution controls had not been set
up then). Since the hood could be used as a gas-
mask or diving helmer, it supplied the criminal with
oxygen until he reached safety. And, since he had
his million. his career might have ended there—but
for one cicumstance:

Wien he armved home, the Red Hood looked in
the mirror to find his skin turned chalk-white, his
lips red and his hair green—rthe consequence of the
swim through the chemical wastes. At first, he
reactad with horror; but then it occurred 10 him
that his néw features could terrify potential victims.
Since it was 8 playing card company that provided
his new face, he took the name of the card with the
face of a clown—The Joker.

But what was the real name of the Clown
Prince of Crima? That is a very good question’ for
which no one seems to have a very good answer.
Although The Joker has used many aliases
{including sueh pamnfully obvious ones as Joe
Kerswag), his true name has never been revealed.
And the willain who now stars n his own magazine
is still a man without a namel

Mext issue—how The Joker has changed
through the years.

@ & % & @

Baeginning with issue #3, this space will be
taken by a letter colurmn. So send in your com-
mants on this issue—and suggestions for a title
to give the leitsr page—to: THE JOKER,
National Periodical Publications, 75 Rockefellar
Plara New York N.Y. 100718,
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