t ' |
b FTER THE LAST RUST-COLORED GLOW
i OF SUNSET, NO ONE MAY ENTER OR
A LEAVE THE TEEMING CITY-STATE CALLED .
¥ PAMH-DPISHAH. THE PROCLAMATIONS OF ' B YET THE GREAT GATES SWING WILE THIS !
i KING GHANNIF ARE QUITE CLEAR ON 4 NIGHT AND AN ARMORED, SCARLET -
- THI& POINT. L il o TRESSED GOPLESS RIDES SLOWLY,
) ) L ; e PROUDLY OUT OF THIS HYRKANIAN ~POL/s,

A
R0 0.7 ) &

'Ir; "'II‘I i i. ;‘I 4 o i " r
. :f-".,{...-':af.f.f/ gl - 2

NO MAN KNOWS THE PLACE OF HER 8/@T7TH,
NOR WHERE SHE LEARNELD TO WIELP A
SWORD TO SHAME MANY A MALE. THEY
KNOW ONLY THAT SHE IS CALLED THE

SHE -PEVIL OF THE HYRAKANAN STEPPES.
THAT, AND... T T A '

—— FAVE YOUR
.  RED BREATH, AMIR !
SONTA!
GOING OUT :
ON ANOTHER [ SHE'S NOT IN
SECRET A TALKING
MISSION
FOR MHIS
MATESTY,
ARE YoOU,

RED SONTA?

LY

M

-
'\'—l'-.-
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Ny < HMMEF! A HOUSEEUL \
OF BRATS, AND A
HUSBAND 1o BEAT
HER ONCE A WEEK-~-

THATS WHAT SUCH £
A WOMAN NEEDS / /=
AND YOU'RE N\ /&
THEONE TC Vi"m
HEE,AMJE? 3 f 4

[ YOU'VE MUCH TO AND |T BEGINS

I LEARN,LURHAN, | TOLOOK AS IF,

| RED SONTAS MADE AT THAT RATE,

1 AVOW THAT NOMAN  SHE'LL BE A
EVER SHALL TOUCH | MAIDEN WHEN

v, HER , SAVE ONE SHE, DIES !

o |\ WHO'S DEFEATED i
'\ HER N BATTLE,

= E ) -
s .." r-
] [}
L J

PERHAPS THE WARRIOR-MAIDEN
HEARS THESE HOARGE WHIS—
PERS... PERHAPS NOT. YET, AS

SHE RIDES AT MEASLIRED PACE
PAST THE OUTBUILDINGS TUST
BEYOND THE CITY WALLS, SHE
IS REMEMBERING.. .

i
-

L

.. REMEMBERING A DAY WELL HAVE NO TALK OF
NOW SEVERAL MONTHS > STEALING ! IT WAS A ...
GONE, WHEN SHE STOO[? P CLERICAL ERROR WHICH
BEFORE KING GHANN/E 47 INCLUDED THE TIARA IN
AND HIS ALBIND BODY- G | 4/THE DOWRY WHEN
B\ GUARD, TROLUS... N O YNMELISSANDRA MAR- T BACK ,

- RIED.,. WHATEVER- | ANDYOU'LL |
YOU UNDER- _ - -\ HIS-NAME-15. HAVE THE
e\ STAND THENZ i MOST PREC/IOUS

| _ GIFT ITIS WITHIN
-\ L 2% % - = MY KINGLY POWER
A ‘E‘L e ¥ , i TO BESTOW /!

2N/ [ e G ) > 2 WA v [0/AN. o0 nor
‘ e L a7 . 7 “/ 4 = : N  KNOW
PAH-DIGHAH MUST \ Ot ; Wy oV 1o

4 PRETEND TO BE \ € REpD SONTA,
MHONORING | TS T e | O CHOSEN
|

4 COMMITMENT TO e OF TARIM . |
HELP OUR SISTER— /

| STATE MAkKALET &
AGAINST THE
TLURAN/AN HORDES
i WHICH PEGIEGE

"
a
.

oA S 1l

o A= F 7 AND SO, CLAD N SHIRT OF /2
| /\?g\:&/ SILVERY MAIL ,RED SONTA |
N

—~( HAD LED THE CITYS PAID , [
N2\ mMerceEnARIES WEST-
BUT IN REAL)TY, : A WARD, TO DEFEND POOR, |85 %%
1 oL WisH ME TO : ‘o . DOOMED MAKKALET (%
STEAL BACK THE / &1 | ) AGAINST THE ARMIES OF  }I\
SERPENT-T/IARA i B YEZDIGERLD, CROWN
WHICH WAS PART OF PRINCE OF TURAN.
YOUR DAUGHTER'S . o

"

" NOT FOR HER WERE THOUGHTS OF THE
EASTWARD TREAD OF AN EMPIRE , OR OF
MIGHTY FORCES SET IN MOTION BY

PLAYFLL Geols.

SHE MERELY OBEYED ORPERS ,,.
AND SHE FOLGHT FOR AAy.

20



AETER A DECENT TIME SPENT
IN PEFENSE OF MAKKALET, SHE
HAD TRICKED A NCRTHERN BAR-
BARIAN NAMED CONAN INTO HELP- |

ING INVADE THE CITY'S
TREASLIKE TOWER, WHERE
5HE FOUND THE COVETECD ;

SERPENT-TIARA. /48 ﬂ L

&\ \& 7N K

, )\
; - v !
':?1 i 1 i 'I

" ;
.\- L} 1.; -

SHE'LL NEVER KNOW WHETHER

THE HARD-PITCHED BATTLE WHICH
FOLLOWED WAS REAL , OR

WHETHER IT WAS A PAHANTASM OF

PREAM WHICH SHE AND THE
SAVAGE CIMMERIAN FOLIGHT

THERE IN THOSE GOLD-CLUTTERED
CHAMBERS. ..

Y - ;;{7 al

!
p R,
)

JTOO LATE, HOWEVER , 5HE
SPOKE THE ARCHAIC WORPS

y 'KA NANMA KAA dﬂc?gﬂﬂﬂﬂ,”

WHICH WOULD HAVE KERPT IT

! A TIARA--AND 50, IT TRANS-

FORMED AT HER TOLUCH INTO A

Yoot o WRITHING PRAGON-THING

'\..-l-.:.

"'L.r{w

] -,:-l :
. AN () S
P8 - LA W=

YET, AT LENGTH,TWIN
POWERS OF SWORL
AND SORCERY BESTED
IT--AND IT SHRANK ONCE
MORE INTO WHAT IT 440
BEEN: A BETEWELEP
T/ARA, WHICH SHE IN
TURN ESCAPED WITH,
LEAVING HER BAR-
BARIAN ALLY SULLEN
ANP 8ETRAYEL IN

THE DUST.

INSTEAD.

_-1

STRANGE , THOUGH,
HOW IN THE DAYS
SINCE THEN , SHE'S
NOT FORSOTTEN
THE SUN-BRONZEL,
BLAC K- MANED

CONAN.

No, NOT
= ) QUITE.
B,




ETILL SONME HOURS AGONE,
SHE STOCOD ALONE ANIP
THE GLIARDSMEN OF KING
GHANNIF. . .HER MANNER )
HAUGHTY, HER BEAR- .4
ING PROLIL. AL

TIARA T Yod,

REWARD.

b
8
-

NOW, GOOD
TROLUS.
GLl/ARLPS !

SEIZE THE
WENCH -~

THE kKING !
SE/ZE
HER !

ERLIK TAKE
YOUR LYING
SouL ! s THIS
e HOW YOoLU
REPAY A LOYAL
SOLO/IER 7

WELL,
YOU'LL
NOT TAKE
RELD

SONTA
PRISONER...

S EPT RS

i OSSGTT BUT SHE 1S TRULY AS THEY
fﬁvswﬁﬁ =, W \3  SAY--A SHE-DEVIL 7
EL Esg F - -_ - : . J Il.-I:___- - : - *.-!..',. 'ﬁ- o TE——— T
| “ONE - .-

—

.. I RESTORE THID

!

Iy

1/ 4
!
! i ‘-
L *
T
i |

\.// £y
'-*,4 , ‘,:l =4
O BLESSED OF HEAVEN Lo\

AND CLAIM MY JUST

A REWARD YOU V... PRECISELY

GHALL HAVE, . AS I HAVE
MY DEAR A PROMISED

\  GONTA...

[F YOU SENP

HYRAKAN/A
GAINST ME /

HAH ! A KNEE IN
THE GUT FOR YOU.,
POG--AND RELAY MY

MESSAGE TO YOLUR

A WELCOME
CHAMNCE
FROM ALL THE
SPINELESS,
SPIRITLE SS

WENCHES... A

. cd
4




--WHICH YO WERE WILLING
ENOUGH TO PO FOR ME, FOR a8
A SOLDIER'S RATIONS AND AN Jis8

LUNSPECIFIEDP REWARL. L% 'y

BUT, TROLLUS - —

I 6eE YOU LUST AFTEK

THE WARRIOR-WENCH

FULLY AS MUCH AS
L PO/

HAREM ! ? 6005 TAKE ME,
T GHOULD HAVE SUSPECTELD
SUCH A TRICK=-=FROM ONE

a WHO'D STEAL FROM HIS
L £ A OWN FLESH AND BLOCD!

THEN YOU SHALL HAVE
VIS/TING PRIVILEGES
WITH HER ... 8Y ANL
8Y. YOU HAVE Y

AT

-
2 ~ 190

'—rq‘—.

Ay
I KEPT my H =
WORD, WOMAN--
TO THE LETTER !/

—

=1l

T VOWED To GIVE You \ ©
THE MOST FRECIONS |& YOU SIMPLY
GIFT IT LAY WITHIN MY (& FAILED TO
KINGLY POWER TO  COMPREHEND
BESTOW... AND SO I THAT THE

’ N PROFFERED ARRIOR

= fJ A\ GIFT WAS... 4 EEEE LASTED
MYSELF ! | Y CR X"
x NOT KNOW WHEN Y
¥ BUT, T WEARY TO SURRENDER. i I BEG OF You--

Y o WL 4
WYY T e &

sl

- YOL ARE WISE
I'LL NOT HAVE HER | | | To ACT THUS.

SMELLING OF THE THE KING “o"
ROAQC WHEN I WOLILD RATHER ey g

cOME To HER.. | | HAVE You WITH- (( Y —-

_ OUT WHIP-WELTS |\ B k‘(. (4

ON YOUR BACK /A A | GO CROON

- TO YOUR | !

FELLOW (I3

STEERS, (% 3
EUNUCH T by {
"

w OF FEMININE RN XTI W -TTv kN5 Yl PO NOT FIGHT WHICH IS
F CONVERSATION. | RENEEAE I ./ LS. WE DO HOW I GOT
AKE HER A, QUITE POCILE ... AV N | ONLY AS WE ARE INTO THIS

commavoep.. ! I MESS IN
THE F/RST
: PLACE.

[eTILL, YOU'RE
RIcHT!|IT
WOULD DO NO
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STILL, TRY TO TREAT
ME LIKE A SACK OF

Ol

‘i'

A

7" ...AND YOU'LL GET “laemm
AS WELL AS YOU GAVE !

/...vau SEE, WARRIOR— N YOU WOULD BE WISE TO WANTONS ! SN
WOMAN 2 T IS NOT SO | BaNISH SUCH THOUGHTS LIE-A-BEDS ! AT
UNPLEASANT HERE, IN FROM YOLIR HEAD, BUT, PO YOU THINK. 5
THE KING'S SERAGLIO. PERHAPS OLR MASTER THE KING WILL

HIMSELF (AN CHANGE
YOUR MIND,

WHEN HE
LAYS

WAIT ALL NG
WE ARE FED... , .
CARED FOR,,,
PAMPERED AND

IM AS

HANDS BE CUICK TO KEADY AS
COUNT HOW EVER I
p MANY SHALL
FINGERS e !

KENNEL~
FULL OF

HOPELESS. @A
ABSOLUTELY
HOPELESS

WE--WE HAVE
PONE ALL WE

54



éirL. Your 74!
Loro ane ¥

" MY APPEARANCE,
THEN, IS PLEASING
TO YOU, O BLESSED

OF TARIM 2

"\ FRONT OF MEN'S A~ g
T, BATTLES... @

HE CERTAINLY OO£S. WHY, NE'VE
GRONWN ABSOLUTELY FAMISHED
R PRESENCE, HAVEN'T

WE, TROLUS Z
R\ ]ﬁ :
DZ AR

- MATESTY,
YOU SEE, TROLUS ¢ S —
T TOLD YOU THAT, ARMOR " &——=———
OR NOT, RED SONTA'S L
PROPER PLACE WAS
NEVER IN THE FORE~

..BUT IN A KING'S Yoi%
i b L) | P 1
» " ~ \
: AND YO WERE RIGHT, A -

OH NO...MOST INDUBITABLY
NOT, HE 15 MY BODYGUARD,
AND MOST TRUSTED BOSOM

" couLo vou NoT &
SEND HIM AWAY, Tj
THAT WE MIGHT i
HAVE A BIT OF... A
PRIVACY 7

3
" —

70

e

HE |5 NEVER OUT OF
MY $/6HT, NOR I OF

gl
A THOUSAND SCRIBES, ¥ AND NOW,
SCRATCHING AWAY FROM MY LITTLE
THE DAY LEMUIRIA 5ANK , CHIPMLUNK..,
TILL THIS, COULD NOT St —

(- L

HAVE PHRASED IT < #XS oS0~

MORE PRECISELY. ) &) <)
[ZBUT, O KING,
= WHATOF

v 5

' AV |

33}

His,,, ISN’T THAT
RIGHT, 6000




Y AS YOU WISH, VELIT: WHATS TM/S I'VE I KEEP IT FOR...Q Y WHAT THE CEVIL 77 GIWE THAT
O WEEST OF = LINCOVERED Z A DAGGER . — LESGER A BACK TO ME, GIRL--NOW/
ONLS. OF SOME SORT-~AND . ﬁvf‘ CEREMON/AL Biig - -<
WHY, SLIRELY YOU

L * ¥ : - B
L \Y . RuUBY-STUODED--BUT & |/ (12 of BT % OCCASIONS.
& . ‘::-.‘} . | e . % A

SO SMALL 1?7 \P .. i’w

b [ DO NOT FEAR SLKH
H :r,-,g A To...AMERE |

7 """-'-a: i PLAYTHING !

s

L
1
»

""-..‘1-
- iy - '.
"‘
L %
LW
&

YOU ARE TOO
MOLPEST,
CHOSEN ONE.

EMH? WHY, WHY THEN, YOoU \
NO, MY CHILD.XE] SHALL MAVE IT,

I MERELY W, OBLESSED OF -
FEARED.. THAT TARIM. .. _ N ARE THE ELECT OF
YOU WOULP 1S AL ' N THE GODS... THE
TAKE YOUR L% AN TN o HANDIWORK OF Al
OWN LIFE, % = ) 2 VM \ HeAvenN! A)
RATHER THAN i .
LOMPROMISE 4
YOUR FAR- +“S§
FAMED VIRTUE!

o ——
6TILL, T

wWaowLe ATy
PREFER IT... \P
—

No!

A\ . = (s
P THE NAME OF —— :
A= f : . ELLIK AN[C -
) / 3 ToHTAR-~- , ~7&
S i A " g .
- r ol -"" .*I [ ; | - : t

" AND T'LL SHEATHE IT \
WHERE T WILL DO THE "<

—rr T A ‘/J’ B /* F

AN
o |_‘. - 'S a1

4,

f

¥ AL -
YOU'VE-- SLAIN N/

HIM ! THE KING OF &

ALL PAH-DISHAH...

S CEAD /!

SURELY THE GODS
WILL STRIKE YoU PEAL / |IT DOESN'T
FOR THIS FOLIL LOOK TO ME
BLASPHEMY! ) AS |F THE GOPS
- , r@ G/VE A GOOD

[

PAMN ABOUT
Lalh THAT MISERABLE
\ PiG'S LIFE.

iy
)

./ NOW, WHY DON'T
YOU TUST SHOW ME
A WAY OUT OF THIS
MANY- SPLENCORE(D
\ HELLHOLE, AND &S
THEN WE'LL == M
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7 HIMMM . NO, !

§ IDPONT
GUESS WE

L WILL, AT

b, THAT/

| 'E\a\r;fﬁ,
\ 8 )

F” WHEN I GET
/ FINISHED, NHAT'S
LEFT OF YOU WiLL
BE TURNED OVER
T0 THE PALACE
TORTURERS !

LUCKILY, THIS

LONE GLUARLD
PIDN'T-- FOR HE
WAS POZING

x L
o Py T
e i !
I X el
L 4

V muroERESS !
REGICIDE!

Iw

Te
oy

"'."

P

-

=9

S

—

oy
—

/WHI'LE Xz HAVE BEEN
ERED TO NOTHING

. BUT THE SWORD - -

6INCE T WAS BaRN! [~

~ BYERLIK,
YOUR HARLOTS
HEAD WILL HANG
HIGH FROM THE
PALACE GATE, ,
COME MORNING £

BELLS OF
HELL ! PUT
AWAY THAT
., SWORD,

WOMAN,

-

I GHANNIF TREATED YOoU

LIKE HORSE-DIUNG
LEFT ON THE STABLE
FLOOR ., WHY NOW

SEEK TO AVENGE
HIM 2

—

T'S MYSELF

I'LL AVENGE--

MYSELE, AND THE

000G ! T WAS HANDLING
A BLADE WHEN T WAS
KNEE-HIGH TO YOLR

—-—-—.-.____\
b

S (¢ i e _ EASY L/IFE YOU'VE
N T b < h

&YW AVENGE HiM 7 WHY, T
MY CARED NOT A WHIT FOR
THAT OVERSTUFFED,
ROYAL SALSAGE
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WHO AM T 7 WHAT i
IS TROLLS, WITHOUT |

THE KING TO T'LL GROW NOTHING!
GUARD AND_ (T OLD... \Y
FRET OVER 7 J& ' SWORD -HAND
. SN WILL LOSE
JUST ANOTHER IT6 9KILL /)

BRY HYRKANIA..

-
AND THEN
TILBE V=

T'VE YoUTH
Hﬂ“"-u 9“1.

STRONG BACK
AND A BROAD
SWoRO... ONE
AMONG HLUNDREDPS
IN EMBATTLED

A PENNILESS,
PEHSJEPN'LE‘E!Q,
TOOTHLESS

| ‘ BEGGAR! /)

THEN I'LL
SPARE You
THE CURSE
OF A LONG

... AND YOU CAN TELL
THE SHADES IN HELL
WHETHER You MADE |}
N g, A PALACE WHERE MON-

LIFE, TROLUS...

THEN S/LENCE REiGNeD TR giY
A AGAIN, LINOPPOSED, IN ,"

| i S W

ALREADY NOW THE MEMORIES FALE IN
ARCH AND MINIONS LAY SONTA'S MIND. FOR, WHAT'S PAST IS
DEAD. PAST, THOUGH IT BE A MOMENT OR
N S AN AGE AGONE ..

IT was A
S/IMPLE
THING
ENOLGH FOR
RED SONTA
TO FIND HER
ARMOR, AND
ODON IT ONCE
MORE ... THEN
PAST LIN~-
CHALLENGED

FROM BOTH \ o
PALACE AND / \ §

...AND THE WESTWARD RIDE WILL
BE LONG AND PANGEROUS IN A
"> NI@GHT THAT HAS ONLY TUST

e BEGUN... !




	Image51
	Image52
	Image53
	Image54
	Image55
	Image56
	Image57
	Image58
	Image59
	Image60

